‘AouJolje pajuiodde-11nod
e buiysonboau Joy ssaoodd oyl pue [9SUNOD
03 ybuL ,sjuepusjop [euiwidd buiuIaOUOD
uonewojul jedauab opinoid 03 poapusjul
S| pue Ja/Ame| e Jo a2iApe 8yl J40j 931n3Isqgns
e jou S| jnopuey siyjl UO uoewlojul ayj

f10°3su3japiie) mmm
2899-102-998-1

$0.8. X1 ‘unsny
802 @)ung ‘ssaibuo ‘s 015
uBiedwen asuajaq Jieq4 ayl

‘AsuJolje pajuiodde-11nod
e buiysonboau Joy ssaoodd oyl pue [9SUNOD
03 ybu ,sjuepusjop [euiwild buiuIEOUOD
uonewojul jedausab opinoid 03 poapusjul
S| pue Ja/Ame| e Jo a2iApe 8yl J40j 931nIsgns
e jJou S| jnopuey siyil UO uoew.ojul ayj

f10°3su3japiie) mmm
2899-102-998-1

$0.8. X1 ‘unsny
802 @)ung ‘ssaibuo ‘s 015
ubBiedwen asuajaq Jieq4 ayl

"Jalsea ssao0ud
3y} 9)ew ued S1N0O a8y} wol) Jakme|
e ]senbas 0} moy Bummouy 1ahme|
pajulodde-1inod e uieyqo 03 si Auiey
pajeal; 196 noA ains aq 0] Aem }saq
ay) ‘1eAme| e ally 0] pioye j,ued nok j

‘wa)sAs ay) Agq papeouiel
Bumeb pue PNOO Ul juswiead) Jiey
Bumeb usomaq soualdyip Byl uesaw
ued JaAme| e 0} ybu 1noA Bunosjoid

"t oSk jeujuwiay 1nox
uj 19fme7] € 01 WAIY Y] IACH noj

"Jalsea ssao0ud
3y} 9)ew Uued S1N0J a8y} wolj Jakme|
e ]senbas 0} moy Bummouy 1ahme|
pajulodde-1unod e uieyqo 03 si Auiey
pajeal; 196 noA ains aq 0] Aem }saq
ay) ‘1eAme| e ally 0] pioye j,ued nok j

‘wa)sAs ay) Agq papeouiel
Bumeb pue PNOO Ul juswiead) Jiej
Bumeb usamaq soualdyip B8yl uesw
ued JaAme| e 0} ybu 1noA Bunosjoid

"t oSk jeujuwiay 1nox
uj 19fme7] € 01 WAIY Y] IACH noj



The Fair Defense Campaign The Fair Defense Campaign

You Have the Right to a Lawyer In Your Criminal Case... You Have the Right to a Lawyer In Your Criminal Case ...

But You Gotta Know How to Get One

How to Ask for a Court-Appointed Lawyer

1. Ask for a lawyer EARLY in the process.
The court system is complex and having a lawyer by
your side is important. Even if you just feel like you need
someone to help explain what's going on, ask for a
defense lawyer early.

2. Ask to complete an official attorney request

form.

This could be called several things, such as “Application
for Appointment” or “Appointment Request Form.” Ask a
court clerk for whatever official form the court uses to
take requests.

3. Ask to complete a financial questionnaire.
Most counties will require you to submit a form that
provides financial information showing that you can'’t
afford to hire a lawyer. Ask for this at the same time you
ask for the attorney application form.

4. Have your supporting information ready.

If possible, bring pay stubs, bank statements, and copies
of your monthly bills to court when you ask for a lawyer.
These documents help prove to the judge that you can’t
afford to hire a lawyer.

5. Be persistent.

Sometimes judges will put off your request, usually by
telling you to try to hire a lawyer. If this happens, do not
give up. Do not skip court because you cannot afford to
hire a lawyer like the judge told you to. Keep asking for
a lawyer and filling out the attorney application form
every time you go to court.

For help asking for a lawyer or if you have been
denied a court-appointed lawyer:

Call 1-866-207-6532
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